140                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

make his first acquaintance and breaking in upon
mankind for a second possession,, or management of
art?

I mentioned Zoroaster slain in battle by Semiramis.,
and Prometheus and others, and very early they were;
and I stand by my account of them, that they were
the first magicians, as the word or term magician
implied a man of learning, of wit, and more than
common understanding, searching after knowledge,
studying the rudiments and first precepts and prin-
ciples of philosophy. But we are now in search after
another sort of people, who, though they were
searchers into knowledge too, yet looked into it in
another manner, and for other purposes, namely,
who searched deeper into things, and into deeper
things, I mean searching into hell itself; who began
first to enter upon diabolical inquiries into the
infernal mysteries and arts of the Devil; and where
those begun it is not so easy to find out.

Some authors, as Serenus, and Cassianusfromhim,
and the learned sir Walter Raleigh from both, hand
down this fabulous original for our speculation, viz.,
that Ham or Cham the son of Noah having practised
those superstitious and sacrilegious arts (I take their
own words) before the flood, and knowing that he
could bring no book or memorial of that nature into
the holy vessel where his life was to be secured by
the goodness of his Maker, and wherein he was to
remain with his righteous and godly father, caused
the rules and precepts to be graved in metal, and in
hard stone, which should receive no impression from
the water.

But this is such an evident fiction, and full of so
many absurdities and contradictions, as well as
falsehoods, that it is not only unlikely it should, but
Impossible it can be true.

For first, Where were those plates left ? If they
were to be preserved in the ark, it is certain Noah,